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525 WEST MAIN STREET, TRAPPE, PA 19426

610 - 489 - 7181 • TRAPPEBOROUGH.COM

TrappeTimes

Located in Beautiful Montgomery County

Official Borough Newsletter

Summer 2024

Message from the Borough Manager
Dear Residents and Friends

It is hard to believe that we are already about halfway through the year and this year is 
moving fast!

Inside this issue you see updates on two of our biggest projects, the new Trappe Fire 
Station and the new Sisca Community Park and Garden located behind Borough Hall.

Our Office staff, along with your Council, continues to try and find balance within our 
community: managing growth, sharing resources, and providing more to the community.  
This year’s road project will conclude the previous ten-year program.  As we look into the 
next ten-year Road Improvement Program, we will be looking at better ways to extend 
road surface life and ways to help lessen the financial impacts to individual residents 
during these repairs.  The Borough is focused on providing resources and implementing 
projects that will improve the lives of our residents.  

I will continue to ensure that our community grows together, offering recreation and 
programing that fosters the best parts of Trappe and the residents that make up our 
community.  The best part of what is happening right now in Trappe, and getting the 
opportunity to manage these activities, is not only are the current projects very exciting 
but the path we’re on for the future is equally exciting. I truly believe this is a path for 
success and growth.  

We have a lot going on right now, but I thank our residents and the Council for their 
support as we march forward.   

Marcus V. Dolny, Borough Manager 
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212 W. Main St., Trappe, PA

610-489-9442
www.kellyins.com

Serving Our Community Since 1984
AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE  

HEALTH • MEDICARE

751 Harleysville Pike 
Telford, PA 18969

PA022703

Commercial & Residential

215.723.5800
www.KJDOORS.com

STEPHEN REDDING
Founder

www.happytreeltd.com

FULLY INSURED • REASONABLE RATES
215-257-7650

126 Reller Road • Green Lane, PA 18054
Tree Service, Landscaping, Plant Health Care

Quality work and integrity in our business dealings
are the hallmarks of Happy Tree.

Professional arborist services for all large trees including pruning, 
shaping, deadwood removal, cabling, bracing, cavity work, storm 
damage repair, hazard evaluation, and tree removal.

Complete landscaping services from design through installation 
and maintenance. Design services from our own in-house Registered 
Landscape Architect. We grow our own trees and shrubs to ensure top 
quality, hardy installations.

Cutting-edge plant health care treatments, including nutritional 
support, feeding, pest control, and treatment of disease.

“SATISFACTION THAT GROWS!”
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TRAPPE BOROUGH
525 WEST MAIN STREET  |  TRAPPE, PA 19426  |  610-480-7181  

Monday through Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
www.trappeborough.com

BOROUGH COUNCIL
Scott Martin, President

Mallory Perlin, Vice President
Julie Bechtel
Dave Davis
Erin Wismer
Stu Strauss

PLANNING COMMISSION
Mark Schaffer

Theresa Pammer, Council Liaison
Erin Wismer

Brian Bechtel
Kevin Mcloughlin

STAFF

Marcus Dolny - Borough 
Manager, Zoning Officer, & 

Open Records

Kim Godshall – Permitting 
and Administrative 

Assistant

Kyle Mullelly –  
Building Codes Officer

Gretchen Lawson –  
Tax Collector

Joe Hastings (PW/CTMA) – 
Public Works Director

Alan Kegerise, Chair
Summer Keirsey

John Kochel
George Hankins, Alternate

ZONING HEARING BOARD ENGINEERING FIRM

PERKIOMEN VALLEY  
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Administrative Offices
3 Iron Bridge Drive 

Collegeville, PA  19426
Phone: 610-489-8506 

www.pvsd.org

Students living in Trappe 
Borough attend the 
following schools

South Elementary
200 East Third Avenue 

Trappe, PA  19426
Phone: 610-489-2991

Perkiomen Valley  
Middle – East

100 Kagey Road 
Collegeville, PA  19426
Phone: 610-409-8580

Perkiomen Valley  
High School

509 Gravel Pike 
Collegeville, PA 19426
Phone: 610-489-1230

Isett and Associates

MAYOR  Matthew Wismer

SOLICITOR
David Onorato from the firm of  

Hladik, Onorato & Federman, LLP

Mike Risell, Chief
John Bolger, Deputy Chief
Rich Schroeter, President

FIRE SERVICES AMBULANCE SERVICES
Dan Greco, Chief

Barry Evans, President

ELECTED OFFICIALS
SENATOR TRACY PENNYCUICK
DISTRICT  OFFICE
56 West 4th Street, Floor 2
Red Hill, PA 18076
Phone: 215-541-2388
Hours: M – F, 9 AM – 4:30 PM
Mobile Office Hours at Trappe Borough Offices:
2nd &  4th Mondays of the Month: 1 – 4 PM

HON. JOE WEBSTER
DISTRICT  OFFICE

35 Evansburg Road
Collegeville, PA 19426

Office Hours: 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
Monday to Friday

(484) 200-8258
(484) 200-8263
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BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
Visit www.trappeborough.com for updates and schedule changes

COUNCIL MEETINGS:  Council meetings are held on the FIRST TUESDAY of each month at 7:00 pm at Trappe Borough Hall. Two 
exceptions may occur in May and November when meetings may be moved to the second Tuesday to avoid conflict with primary 
and general elections.  A copy of the meeting agenda for each council meeting is posted on the Borough’s website the Friday 
before the meeting.
PLANNING COMMISSION:   The Planning Commission meets “as needed” on the THIRD TUESDAY of the month at 7:00 pm 
at Trappe Borough Hall.  This group is responsible for making recommendations to Borough Council regarding the adoption 
of the official Borough map, the adoption and amendment to a municipal zoning ordinance, and all proposed subdivision, land 
development and storm water management plans.  The critical task of the Planning Commission is to evaluate and ensure that all 
development occurring within the Borough adheres to our community’s zoning and land development ordinances and complies 
with the Borough’s Comprehensive Plan.
COLLEGEVILLE-TRAPPE MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY:   CTMA meetings are held on the FOURTH TUESDAY of each month at 
7:00 pm. The meeting location alternates each year.
ZONING HEARING BOARD:   ZHB meetings are held “as needed” when projects come before the Board for evaluation. The ZHB 
is responsible for reviewing and making decisions on the following issues: appeals from a decision made by the zoning officer; 
challenges to the validity of the zoning ordinance or zoning map; and requests for variances and special exceptions.  Meeting will 
be advertised as required and posted on the Borough Website and Facebook pages.
CENTRAL PERKIOMEN VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION:   The CPVRPC is a multi-municipal planning effort that 
includes the Borough of Collegeville, Trappe and Schwenksville, and the Townships of Lower Frederick, Perkiomen and Upper 
Frederick.  The group meets on the THIRD MONDAY of every other month “as needed” starting at 7:00 pm.  The meeting location 
rotates each year between municipalities.

Trappe Fire Company 
20 West Fifth Avenue, Trappe PA 19426  |  phone: 610-489-2700
email: info@trappefire.org   |    www.trappefire.org

Altruism  —  Commitment  —  Professionalis  — Family  — Growth

Trappe Fire Station 
Construction

You can drive by nearly 
everyday and see progress… 
we fully expect to relocate to 
the new station before the end 
of the year!
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Sisca Park Official Ground Breaking
April 21, 2024 the Borough of Trappe officially broke ground on the new Sisca Community Park and Garden slated to open 

in 2025.  Special thanks to all our honored guests and community members who were in attendance for the event.  Borough 
Council, Mayor Matthew Wismer, along with members of the Sisca and Long Families, 
representatives from Trappe Fire, Senator Tracy Pennycuick, Representatives Joe Ciresi 
and Joe Webster, and County Commissioner Thomas DiBello helped Trappe Borough 
Manager Marcus Dolny and the project team from Barry Isett and Associates officially mark 
the start of this fantastic multifaceted project.  Trappe’s Manager, Marcus Dolny, spoke 
of the ingenuity that went into the design of the new playground with an incorporated 
stormwater management resource 
that will be fully inclusive, interactive, 
and educational. The project received 
over 1.2 million dollars in grants with 
the award covering over 90% of the 
costs.  

Our residents can 
follow the progress of 
this project on Trappe 

Recreation’s new 
Instagram page:

Keep Our 
Stormwater 

Clean
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We opened our Trappe/Collegeville facility in May of 2021; this 
beautiful facility with its large modern chapel is available to serve 
families that call on us in a very difficult time of need.  Our funeral 
home provides a large parking area for easy access. We are the 
tri-counties largest provider of funeral and cremation services. We 
offer services of the most traditional type, to services personalized 
and very contemporary celebrating a person’s life.
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Stay up-to-date with 
notifications from 

Trappe Borough and 
Montgomery County by 
scanning the QR Code.

Be In the Know

Thank You
Trappe Borough would like to thank the businesses that appear in this 

newsletter and to recognize them each as supporters and cornerstones of 
our community. It is with their contributions that this newsletter has been 

produced at no charge to our residents. 

Trappe And Collegeville Face Upcoming Challenges  
To Maintain Safe Drinking Water

EPA Sets Stricter Limits on “Forever Chemicals” in the U.S.’s Drinking Water
On April 10, the EPA set the limits on six “Forever Chemicals”—including PFOA and PFOS—that can 

be in drinking water to 4 parts per trillion.   It also set the limits for other chemicals allowed--also called 
GenX chemicals—at ten parts per trillion. 

Public water systems must monitor for these PFAS and have three years to complete initial monitoring 
(by 2027), followed by ongoing compliance monitoring. Water systems must also provide the public 
with information on the levels of these PFAS in their drinking water beginning in 2027.

Public water systems have five years (by 2029) to implement solutions that reduce these PFAS 
if monitoring shows that drinking water levels exceed these MCLs.

Collegeville and Trappe’s water comes from groundwater.  We are currently sourcing water from 9 
wells throughout our two boroughs.  All those wells have been in compliance with the DEP’s previous 
limit of 14 parts per trillion set in 2023 except for one, which was just over the limit by 0.5. 

Since last year, our Public Works Director, Joe Hastings, working with the Collegeville-Trappe Joint Public Works 
Committee, made up of six Council members from Collegeville and Trappe Boroughs, has been monitoring the Collegeville 
and Trappe wells on a regular basis.  They have also been actively researching the best long-term remedies to reduce 
these contaminants.  

However, this new announcement of EPA limits of only 4 parts per trillion requires additional analysis and a more 
comprehensive and costly remediation.  

To identify the best solutions for Collegeville and Trappe’s water, Public Works has commissioned further research 
and a revised system model from Entech Engineering, a firm which specializes in water treatment and environmental 
compliance.  

Public Works has been looking at these potential solutions:
• Install PFAS and PFOS treatment systems at the affected wells; 
• Install an interconnect with North Penn Water Authority (NPWA) to supplement Collegeville and Trappe’s water by 

installing a new 12-inch water main on Gravel Pike, or 
• Install an interconnect with NPWA by installing a new 12-inch water main on 9th Ave.

They have also been actively looking into grants and loans to fund the changes needed to reach this new standard.  
Residents should be assured that you do not need to boil your water or use an alternative water supply, such as bottled 

water.  However, if you have specific health concerns, consult your doctor.
If you have questions, you can call Public Works at 610 489 2831.

Additional background information from EPA:  https://www.epa.gov/sdwa/and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas
Frequently Asked Questions https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/pfas-npdwr_qa_general_4.9.24v1.pdf

Reducing PFAS in Your Drinking Water With a Home Filter https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/water-filter-fact-sheet.pdf
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MANAGEMENT OF SWIMMING POOL, 
HOT TUB, AND SPA WATER DISCHARGES

This fact sheet addresses the discharge of water from 
swimming pools, hot tubs, and spas that are disinfected using 
chlorine, bromine, or “salt water disinfection,” and that also 
may contain residual amounts of other treatment chemicals 
including algaecides. Servicing of a pool, hot tub, or spa often 
involves discharging all or a portion of the water or backwash 
water from filters, both of which may contain residual chlorine 
at levels that could be damaging to the environment. As such, 
these waters may be considered “polluted” (i.e., “wastewater”), 
and must be managed to protect public health and to prevent 
pollution to waters of the commonwealth such as rivers, 
streams, lakes, and including storm sewers. The purpose of 
this fact sheet is to describe acceptable methods of managing 
discharges from swimming pools, hot tubs, and spas to avoid 
causing pollution. Pool, hot tub, and spa water should not be 
allowed to directly or indirectly discharge to waters of the 
commonwealth, including storm sewers.

What substances in pools, hot tubs, or spas could cause 
pollution?

Chlorine and/or other disinfectants are typically added in 
sufficient amounts to kill potentially harmful bacteria. These 
disinfectants also react with other organic matter such as dirt, 
sweat, skin cells, leaves, and organisms creating potentially 
harmful disinfection byproducts. Other contaminants are 
added from the users, such as oil and grease from natural body 
oils and applied lotions and sunscreens. Chemicals commonly 
used in maintaining these systems, such as salt, borax, 
algaecides, phenols, caustic, and acid solutions, can be deadly 
to fish and other aquatic life. Backwashing of pool filters also 
contributes accumulated debris. All of these chemicals and 
materials have the potential to cause pollution and adversely 
affect public health and waters of the commonwealth.

What are acceptable methods for managing swimming 
pool, hot tub, and spa waters?

The best approach for managing these wastewaters is 
disposal into a public sewer system or at a sewage treatment 
facility, with authorization of the sewer system owner. A 
permit is generally not necessary to reuse or recycle pool 
wastewaters, but approval from the owner of a sewer system 
or sewage treatment facility is typically required. Some 
municipalities have enacted additional requirements related 
to discharges from pools. Contact your municipality if you’re 
unsure whether additional guidelines exist.

What if no public sewer is available?
The wastewater can be drained and allowed to infiltrate into 

a vegetated area or used for on-site irrigation after these 
guidelines are met:

1. Shut off the chlorination/chemical feed system if there is 
one, or stop adding chlorine and chemicals.

2. Shut off the heating system, if there is one.
3. Hold the water in the pool or hot tub to reduce the 

chlorine level to 0.5 mg/L or less (if applicable), and the 
temperature to an acceptable level (generally within 10° F 
of the air temperature).

4. Test frequently – the water may need to be held for 10 
days or more depending on the surrounding conditions. 
Recirculating the water may help to speed up this 
process.

5. Adjust the pH, if necessary, to between 6.0 and 9.0 
standard units.

6. Never drain the pool on a rainy day or if the soil is 
saturated.

When discharging on-site for infiltration or using the water 
for irrigation, ensure that:

• The water will not flow into a storm sewer or other water 
of the commonwealth.

• The water does not run off the property.
• Nuisances such as prolonged ponding, odors, and 

mosquito breeding conditions are prevented.
• The flow rate is slow enough to allow infiltration and does 

not cause erosion.
• Solids are captured by attaching a filter bag to the end of 

the discharge hose, if needed.
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection
www.dep.pa.gov 3800-FS-DEP4251 Rev. 1/2018
May water from swimming pools, hot tubs, or spas be 

discharged to onlot septic systems?
No, pool water should not be discharged into or on the 

surface of onlot systems because the system is not designed 
for the additional flow and the contaminants could impact the 
operation.

May chemicals (e.g., strong acids or caustics) be used to 
clean my pool, hot tub, or spa?

Yes, as long as the wastewater is captured or collected, 
properly treated and disposed of, and prevented from entering 
waters of the commonwealth, including storm sewers.

How should wastewater from cleaning my pool be handled, 
properly treated and disposed of?

Cleaning wastewaters that contain acid, caustics, or 
chlorine rinses used to clean pool surfaces should be treated 
prior to discharge. All wastewaters, but especially cleaning 
wastewater, must be neutralized to a pH between 6.0 and 9.0 

continued on page 10



9

www. k r i n gs o n l i n e . com

HIC# PA 065759

WOOD – PELLET – GAS
Install and Service of Fireplaces, Inserts, and Stoves

Stop by or call today!
Schnecksville 

4405 Pennsylvania Dr. 
610-224-5050

Bechtelsville 
834 Route 100 N. 

610-367-4488

UPGRADE YOUR FIREPLACE UPGRADE YOUR FIREPLACE 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAYIN AS LITTLE AS A DAY
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standard units. Chlorine rinses can be dechlorinated or should 
stand for a period of 10 days to allow chlorine degradation to a 
residual of 0.5 mg/L or less prior to discharge.

Any pool wastewaters that have unnatural cloudiness, color, 
oil film, solids, foam, debris, vegetation, algae, or are not or 
cannot be properly treated, should be collected and hauled to 
a treatment facility in accordance with the facility’s guidelines.

What should be done with standing water that has 
accumulated in a pool?

Standing water, accumulated rainfall, or pool water from the 
previous season should be pumped from the top, but only if 
the chlorine residual and pH values are acceptable, to avoid 

disturbing solids on the pool bottom, which should not be 
discharged. After the water has been pumped, manually clean 
out the solids.

Could someone who causes pollution by discharging 
water from swimming pools, hot tubs, or spas be penalized?

If DEP determines that the management of swimming pool, 
hot tub, and spa wastewaters has caused pollution to waters 
of the commonwealth, the responsible party could be liable for 
civil penalties up to $10,000 per day under the Clean Streams 
Law.

For questions and additional information, contact the 
Clean Water Program in DEP’s regional offices:

Northwest Regional Office
230 Chestnut St.
Meadville, PA 16335-3481
Main Telephone: 814-332-6945
24-Hour Emergency: 800-373-3398
Counties: Butler, Clarion, Crawford, 
Elk, Erie, Forest, Jefferson, Lawrence, 
McKean, Mercer, Venango, and Warren

Southwest Regional Office
400 Waterfront Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4745
Main Telephone: 412-442-4000
24-Hour Emergency: 412-442-4000
Counties: Allegheny, Armstrong, 
Beaver, Cambria, Fayette, Greene, 
Indiana, Somerset, Washington, and 
Westmoreland

North-central Regional Office
208 W. Third St., Suite 101
Williamsport, PA 17701-6448
Main Telephone: 570-327-3636
24-Hour Emergency: 570-327-3636
Counties: Bradford, Cameron, Clearfield, 
Centre, Clinton, Columbia, Lycoming, 
Montour, Northumberland, Potter, Snyder, 
Sullivan, Tioga, and Union

South-central Regional Office
909 Elmerton Ave.
Harrisburg, PA 17110-8200
Main Telephone: 717-705-4700
24-Hour Emergency: 866-825-0208
Counties: Adams, Bedford, Berks, Blair, 
Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, Fulton, 
Huntingdon, Juniata, Lancaster, Lebanon, 
Mifflin, Perry, and York

Northeast Regional Office
2 Public Square
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701-1915
Main Telephone: 570-826-2511
24-Hour Emergency: 570-826-2511
Counties: Carbon, Lackawanna, Lehigh, 
Luzerne, Monroe, Northampton, Pike, 
Schuylkill, Susquehanna, Wayne, and 
Wyoming

Southeast Regional Office
2 East Main St.
Norristown, PA 19401-4915
Main Telephone: 484-250-5900
24-Hour Emergency: 484-250-5900
Counties: Bucks, Chester, Delaware, 
Montgomery, and Philadelphia

For more information, visit www.dep.pa.gov.

BECOME A BUS DRIVER
 

 WEEKENDS, HOLIDAYS, AND SUMMERS OFF. 
GET PAID WHILE YOU TRAIN.

UP TO $23 AN HOUR. 
 

CALL 215-660-9685 OR APPLY AT WWW.KRISETRAN.COM 
 

continued from page 8
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300 Fayette Street  
Conshohocken, PA 19428 

610-828-0330

19 E. Germantown Pike  
East Norriton, PA 19401 

610-277-1600

Family Owned & Operated for 8 Generations

www.msrfh.com

224 West Main Street  
Trappe, PA 19426 

610-489-7900

Maureen R. Ruggiero, Supervisor
Donald E. Moore & Daniel M. Gregori, Directors 

440
Sandy Hershey

Associate Broker, GRI, Hall of Fame
4092 Skippack Pike, Skippack, PA 19474

Office: (610) 584-1160  |  Fax: (267) 354-6987  
Cell: (610) 909-2929  |  SandyHershey@yahoo.com

MyHomeTownRealtor.comEach Office Independently Owned and Operated

Hometown Realtor
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