MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 1, 2020
MEETING OF TRAPPE BOROUGH COUNCIL

Council President Cathy Johnson called to order the regular meeting of Trappe Borough Council,
held virtually, on December 1, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance.
C. Johnson announced that an executive session was held prior to the start of the meeting to discuss
legal matters.
Those Present Were:
President Cathy Johnson
Vice President Scott Martin
Dave Davis
Tom Lauterio
Mallory Perlin
Stu Strauss
Pat Webster

Also Present:
Manager Marcus Dolny
Solicitor David Onorato
Treasurer John Klink
Engineers Ryan Kern
Doug Brown

Absent: Mayor Matthew Wismer

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:
The members of Council reviewed the minutes of the November 10, 2020 regular meeting.
Motion to approve the minutes:
Moved: S. Strauss
Seconded: S. Martin
Approved: 7-0
PUBLIC HEARING – ORDINANCE #459
D. Onorato opened the public hearing for Ordinance #459 at 7:03PM which was advertised in
The Pottstown Mercury on November 20, 2020. The Ordinance amends Chapter 315 of the Code
of the Borough of Trappe pertaining to parking enforcement and permitted fines relating to
parking in the Borough. After an overview of the Ordinance was given, the hearing was open for
Council or public comment.
No Comment was made.
Motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance #459 at 7:05 PM:
Moved: S. Strauss
Seconded: M. Perlin
Approved: 7-0

PUBLIC FORUM/AGENDA AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS:
A scheduled appearance from the residents of Colonel’s Place to discuss Ordinance 458 which
limited parking on Colonel’s Place was brought before Council. Speaking on behalf of the
residents, Don and Kathleen Sharkey presented concerns regarding timing of implementation,
safety, and lack of parking. They also expressed concern to which it seems as if their street was
being singled out. John Diemer another resident spoke of extensive review of original plans,
minutes of both Council and Planning Commission, and HOA documents which show no
statement or terms for restriction of parking. Also noting the concern of possible long-term
impacts to residents as families grow. Kathleen also referenced a signed petition that was not
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submitted to Council but shown virtually showing 16 out of 20 residents supporting the
challenge. Citing that the only reasoning for the change and added restrictions were safety S.
Strauss asked Fire Chief B. Greenwood to address the topic of access for emergency services. B.
Greenwood, stated that in his opinion with parking on both sides of Colonel’s Place emergency
vehicles would not have access. Council member’s empathized with the request, but stated that
this was not created on a whim and although no answer would come tonight the Borough will
continue working with residents to try to find a solution. S. Martin stated that turning radius and
parking was discussed during meetings for the development. Borough Solicitor D. Onorato
noted that regardless of pre-existing documentation Council has the right to react to possible
safety concerns brought forth by the Fire Chief. After further discussion from Council regarding
possible solutions, parking availability, driveway length, garage use, and impact of snow
removal. It was suggested that HOA documents should be reviewed and a turning radius templet
be done for the cul-de-sac.
Motion to have the Borough Engineer complete a turning radius study for the cul-de-sac:
Moved: S. Martin
Seconded: S. Strauss
Approved: 6-1
M. Perlin voting in the negative
During discussion of the motion M. Perlin asked what the cost would be, Borough Engineer
R. Kern said not to exceed a few hundred dollars.
No further action was taken regarding the matter pending completion of the study and review of
further documentation as outlined.

STAFF REPORTS:
Borough Engineer: A copy of the written report is on file at the Borough Office.
R. Kern stated that BIA is coordinating with USG to hopefully complete CCTV work by the end
of 2020.
Inspections are continuing for Hidden Hollow Project.
BIA has received as-built comments for Eye Design close out.
Borough Manager will be meeting with C. Mildner of BIA later this week to discuss MS4 and
BMP corrective measures.
Motion to authorize BIA to proceed with limited topo survey and plan preparation
regarding Basin A3 (Silver Leaf Circle):
Moved: S. Martin
Seconded: S. Strauss
Approved: 7-0

The Borough building handicap ramp design is in process, with focus on a rear of building
solution due to extra costs associated with moving the ramp to the front of the building and
possible precedent and aesthetic issues.
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Meadowview Drive ADA Curb Ramps: a proposal was presented to accompany Meadowview
roadwork to be completed in 2021. Proposal for services in the estimated amount of $20,300.00.
Moved: S. Martin
Seconded: P. Webster
Approved: 7-0
Was noted by B. Greenwood that Hidden Hollow Parking should be reviewed, referring to
current situation with Colonel’s Place.
Treasurer’s Report:
John Klink presented the Treasurer’s Report dated November 30, 2020 along with a bill list with
checks 3148-3178, two payrolls, and direct charges from Phoenixville Federal Credit totaling
$57,555.63.
A motion to pay bills as listed:
Moved: S. Strauss
Seconded: P. Webster
Approved: 7-0
John Klink presented the Treasurer Report dated November 30, 2020 for the Customers Bank
Liquid Fuels Fund direct charges by PECO in the amount of $1,931.95.
A motion was requested to pay bills as listed:
Moved: P. Webster
Seconded: S. Strauss
Approved: 7-0
John Klink presented the Treasurer’s Report dated November 30, 2020 for the Customers Bank
Escrow Fund check numbers 1185-1186 in the amount of $10,523.25.
A motion was requested to the pay bills as listed:
Moved: P. Webster
Seconded: T. Lauterio
Approved: 7-0
John Klink requested the transfer of funds from Open Space Fund to the General Fund for
reimbursement of lighting costs in the amount of $80,000.00.
Moved: S. Martin
Seconded: T. Lauterio
Approved: 7-0
John Klink requested the transfer of funds from Liquid Fuels Fund to the General Fund for
reimbursement of highway construction costs in the amount of $5,332.74.
Moved: S. Strauss
Seconded: P. Webster
Approved: 7-0
M. Perlin asked why some escrow accounts showed in the negative, this is due to the timing of
application of bills to the ledger as compared to aging of the escrow accounts. These items are
billed and escrow funds replenished.

C. Johnson presented a tentative budget for 2021for consideration. Highlights included funding
for all grant opportunities, a new proposed fire tax for emergency services, budgeting for
identified capital and high way projects, along with a layout for expected revenues and
expenditures for the upcoming year. P. Webster clarified that the net contribution from the
general fund for Trappe Days was $2,000, which is correct. Clarification was given that grants
would still need to be accounted for and budgeted despite the low probability of award due to the
changing economic climate. Extensive discussion was held regarding the possible
implementation of a Fire Tax. The money raised would be held in a separate fund, and use of
said funds would come at the discretion of Council in response to requests from the Fire
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Company. M. Perlin referenced the new Fire Tax and the existing $37,000 annual contribution
to the Municipal Emergency Services Capital Fund saying it seems like double dipping on the
tax payer. S. Martin said the Fire Company should be prepared for donations to take a hit if the
tax is implemented. B. Greenwood, Fire Chief stated that donations have remained strong
currently even despite current pandemic and financial climate. F. Schuetz, resident and former
council member stated that previous a Fire Tax had existed and when removed the applicable
governing board of the time implemented the $37,000 contribution annually for emergency
services capital expenses. B. Greenwood stated that the Company is in need of a new building
and ladder truck. These amounts are in addition to payment of $38,000 to assist annual
expenses. S. Martin said a cleaner approach would be raising the proposed tax to 1mil and
simplifying contribution. S. Strauss stated that there should be no tax increase unless absolutely
necessary and working with the Fire Company for a phased approach was the direction to go. D.
Davis echoed this sentiment, stating no more than .5mil for 2021.
No further discussion pertaining to the budget.
Motion to advertise the proposed budget as presented:
Moved: S. Martin
Seconded: P. Webster
During discussion M. Perlin stated in her opinion it should be the Fire Tax or the
$37,000.00 contribution not both.
Rollcall Vote as follows:
P. Webster – Yes
M. Perlin – No
T. Lauterio – Yes
D. Davis – No
S. Strauss – Yes
S. Martin – Yes
C. Johnson – Yes
Motion carries with approval 5-2, M. Perlin and D. Davis voting in the negative.
M. Dolny presented Resolution 2020-17 Trappe Borough Fee Schedule for 2021 setting the rates
for the upcoming year.
A motion to adopt as presented:
Moved: P. Webster
Seconded: S. Martin
Approved: 7-0
Borough Manager’s Report: A written copy of the report is on file at the Borough Office.
M. Dolny shared a proposed list of donations for 2020 for approval and payment.
Motion to release payment as follows: PV Library donation of $1,000.00, Family Services
donation of $500.00, Pillars of Light donation of $1,000.00, and Historic Trappe donation
of $3,000.00:
Moved: P. Webster
Seconded: S. Martin
Approved: 7-0
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M. Dolny presented tentative dates for 2021 Borough Council and Planning Commission
meetings for acceptance and permission to advertise.
Moved: S. Strauss
Seconded: S. Martin
Approved: 7-0
M. Dolny requested approval for the release of the Maintenance Bond associated with Main
Street Crossing.
Moved: S. Martin
Seconded: S. Strauss
Approved: 7-0
M. Dolny noted expressions of gratitude for placement of speed capture sign on College Ave.
and stated there was a request for the sign to be moved to 5th Avenue.
M. Dolny presented Council with Styer Associates proposal for the 2020 Audit to be completed
in 2021.
Moved: P. Webster
Seconded: S. Strauss
Approved: 7-0
M. Dolny presented Resolution 2020-14 appointing delegates for Montgomery Tax Collection
Committee for the upcoming year.
Moved: M Perlin.
Seconded: D. Davis
Approved: 7-0

M. Dolny presented a landscape plan for 595 W. Main Street seeking approval.
Moved: S. Strauss
Seconded: P. Webster
Approved: 7-0

A flyer from the Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy offering tips for reducing pollution this
winter was distributed as part of the on-going MS4 education.
Solicitor’s Report:
71 W. 3rd Avenue: J. Jaros, M. Pusey, and J. Robinson on behalf of the applicant. Matter of
discussion regarding replacement of trees or fee in lieu of. J. Robinson did calculations which
would require 373 trees to be planted, is simply not feasible. Proposing $1,000 fee per lot,
$7,000.00 total in addition to landscaping package which would include shrubs, 1 evergreen, and
3 deciduous per lot. Council was in agreement regarding the planting of 373 trees being
infeasible. S. Strauss felt fee in lieu was low and was concerned about buffering on lots 6 and 7
and fronting Route 113. M. Pusey stated that some of the buffering controls they envisioned at
the discretion of the buyer.

Per D. Onorato, in addition to the landscaping package, a $10,000 fee in lieu of replacement
trees, which was agreeable to the developer, and the applicant will submit a revised landscape
plan to be approved by D. Brown and the Borough Office.
Motion to accept the recommended stipulations:
Moved: P. Webster
Seconded: S. Martin
Approved: 7-0
Motion to approve Resolution 2020-15 Preliminary/ Final Plan approval 71 W. 3rd Avenue:
Moved: S. Martin
Seconded: T. Lauterio
Approved: 7-0
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Viant: P. Wilder for the applicant. Summary of request presented, addition of 2 small buildings.
Motion to approve Resolution 2020-16 Preliminary/ Final Plan approval 200 W. 7th/ Viant:
Moved: D. Davis
Seconded: T. Lauterio
Approved: 7-0
Ordinance #459 amending Chapter 315 of the Code of the Borough of Trappe pertaining to
parking enforcement and permitted fines relating to parking in the Borough.
Motion to approve the ordinance #459:
Moved: S. Strauss
Seconded: S. Martin
Approved: 7-0
Proposed Ordinance #460 adopting a Fire Tax and fixing the tax rate of .97 mils for 2021 for the
Borough of Trappe. Further discussion ensued echoing the same sentiments as discussed earlier
in the meeting during the tentative approval of the budget for advertisement in relation to the
contributions and creation of a Fire Tax.
Motion to advertise Ordinance# 460 as presented:
Moved: S. Martin
Seconded: P. Webster
Approved: 5-2
Motion carries with approval 5-2, M. Perlin and D. Davis voting in the negative.

Committee Reports:
Traffic and Safety:
Trappe Fire Company Reports were distributed.
B. Greenwood stated that Fire Dept. has joined Spring Valley Risk Reduction Team, took part in
the Oaks Christmas Tree Festival, will be having their final budget meeting this weekend, and
Santa will still be going through the Community on the 19th but with special protocols for social
distancing.
Business Committee:
P. Webster encouraged our new Manager to get out and meet the Community.
Ordinance Committee:
P. Webster stated that attention should be paid to Hidden Hollow to ensure there isn’t a repeat of
events like what we see with Colonel’s Place.
Parks, Recreation, & Open Space:
S. Strauss informed Council of upcoming work with Ursinus College and tree donations.
Public Works & CTMA:
C. Johnson reported on the October meeting and provided copies of minutes and financial
reports.
Noted that budgets were in deficit status, with consideration to raising utility rates. General
consensus from Council was opposition to such action.
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Regional Planning
D. Davis went over 2021 budget, priority remains Business Corridor and Perkiomen Trail.
Reduced expenses lead to reduction in municipal contributions for 2021.
New Business:
It was brought to Council’s attention the passing of Bob Field, former Regional Sewer member,
and Former Mayor Bateman.

Council adjourned the meeting at 10:46 PM
Respectfully submitted,

Marcus V. Dolny
Borough Manager/Secretary
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